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Lead is a natural element with thousands of uses. 

Because it is often hidden, lead can easily 

contaminate food and water where it is 

undetectable to the eye or by taste. Old paint 

poses the greatest danger for lead poisoning, 

especially in young children.  Tap water from 

lead pipes or pipes with lead solder is a less 

common source of hidden lead.  

Cooking utensils and serving dishes containing 

lead can have an adverse effect on blood lead 

levels.  Utensils that are used to cook food often 

do more than just hold the food.  Molecules of 

substances can leach from the utensil into the 

food that is being cooked. 

Children should be protected from ceramic 

cookware containing lead.  Acidic foods such as 

oranges, tomatoes, or foods containing vinegar 

will cause more lead to be leached from ceramic 

cookware than non-acidic foods like milk.  More 

lead will leach into hot liquids like coffee, tea, 

and soups than into cold beverages.  Do not use 

any dishware that has a dusty or chalky gray film 

on the glaze after it has been washed. 
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Any ceramic cookware bought in another 

country or considered to be a craft, antique, or 

collectable should not be used to hold food.   

 

 Run tap water for a 

minute before drinking 

or cooking with it. 

 

 If your water has been 

tested high in lead, switch 

to bottled water for 

drinking and cooking and 

consult your local health 

department. 

 

 

 Avoid canned goods 

from foreign countries.  

 

 If imported wine  

containers have a  

lead foil wrapper,  

wipe the rim and  

neck of the bottle 

with a towel 

moistened with  

lemon juice,  

vinegar, or wine  

before using. 

 

 

 Don't store wine, 

spirits, or vinegar-

based salad dressings 

in lead crystal 

decanters for long 

periods of time as 

lead can leach out 

into the liquid. 

 

 Avoid serving food  

from dishes that are 

antique or imported  

from other countries. 
 

High Lead Levels found in Chicago Water 

A recent article published in the August 5, 2011 

edition of the Chicago Tribune discusses lead 

levels in water and the importance of using 

proper testing protocol when obtaining a water 

sample for lead testing.  Residents of the City of 

Chicago can have their water tested for lead at 

no charge.  Non residents can contact the Safe 

Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791.  To 

read the entire article link to: 

 http://www.chicagotribune.com/health/ct-met-

lead-in-water-20110805,0,2821410.story 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/health/ct-met-lead-in-water-20110805,0,2821410.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/health/ct-met-lead-in-water-20110805,0,2821410.story
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DATA MANAGEMENT UPDATES 

 
We are pleased to report that all delegate agencies 
have been successfully upgraded to STELLAR 4.08.01.  
Problems importing HL7 format variances are being 
addressed and resolved.  
 
The lab’s new StarLims system still has some bugs to 
work out.  We have been receiving a large number of 
calls  from our locals regarding the issue of a cover 
page accompanying  every blood lead report 
received and inquiries about missing lab test results. 
The IT staff from the lab and IDPH are working to 
resolve those issues.  As soon as they are resolved, 
we should be ready for testing of the HHLPSS 
system, beginning with our Regional Nurse 
Consultants, Roxane and Tracey. 
 
All 5 members of the Pilot Group are registered on 
the web portal and ready to begin testing. 

 

  

 

 

DATA MANAGEMENT UPDATES (cont.) 
 

Most Delegate Agencies have registered on the IDPH 
web portal or upgraded their profile to include 
HHLPSS.  250 registrations/upgrades are complete, 
and at least 100 are in process.  We also are in the 
processing of contacting the remaining 6 Delegate 
Agency’s to get their staff members registered. 

 

NEW INTERN 
 

We wish to welcome, Jessica Jenkins, our newest 
intern from the University of Illinois Springfield 
Graduate Public Service Internship (GPSI).  Jessica 
will be working this school year to assist the program 
and local health department staff with the daily 
uploads of data to the current STELLAR program and 
to help prepare for the conversion from STELLAR to 
HHLPSS.  She will continue to assist the data staff 
with the cleaning of the program’s blood lead 
reports and the provider database.   

 

The graphs on the right 

contain current number of 

reports of children tested 

during the first two quarters 

of the calendar year of 2011 

and those children who 

were reported to have 

elevated blood lead levels.   
 

Please note that the green 

bars in the bottom graph are 

reporting the total number 

of elevated blood leads, of 

both capillary and venous 

draws. 
 

The number of the 

confirmed (venous), 

elevated lead levels, are 

defined in the blue bars.  
 

The Surveillance Report for 

2010 is still in the develop-

mental stages and is not 

published at this time.  If 

you have an interest in the 

2010 statistics, please 

contact Frida Fokum at 217-

785-2064 or 

frida.fokum@illinois.gov. 
 

 

mailto:frida.fokum@Illinois.gov


 

Pa 

LIBRARY CAMPAIGN 
 

The Illinois Lead Program will be conducting an 
outreach campaign through local libraries to educate 
families on the health risks of exposure to potential 
hazards in the home. 
 

This campaign will be offered to all Illinois libraries and 
their branches to encourage the posting of a display of 
a variety of topics focusing on healthy homes 
educational materials for each of the weeks during the 
month of October.  The goal is be to bring awareness 
for the prevention of home hazards and offer 
suggestions for intervention activities for those who 
identify hazards in their homes. 
 

Materials for the Lead Poisoning Prevention display will 
be supplied by the program.  An insert listing numerous 
Websites for materials of other home hazards 
suggested by the program will be supplied to all 
libraries who wish to participate in this event.  
Materials for the other topics will need to be accessed 
online, selected, and downloaded by each library. 
 

We encourage each of the local health departments to 
visit with your local librarian to offer ideas and 
encouragement for this educational activity. 
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EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
 

We now have our new  
booklet on healthy 
homes developed and  
ready for distribution.   
 
You may go to the 
IDPH Website to 
review and download 
this publication  
at www.idph.state.il.us. 
 
Click on “L” for lead and then select Lead 
Program Publications.   
 
This booklet features an assessment for risk 
exposure to lead, radon, mold, indoor air 
pollution, pests, carbon monoxide, and 
unintentional injuries as well as guidelines for 
prevention and references for contacts for 
intervention. 
 

The back page is designed as a tear off for 
documentation of any home hazards which 
were recognized during a visual assessment of 
the residence during a home visit by a nurse 
or lead inspector as a file reference. 
 

You may also access this booklet at: 
 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/ehpubl
ications.htm#lead 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/pub_home.htm 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/whatsnew.htm 

 
 

 

HEALTHY HOMES 

Keeping Your Home 

Healthy and Safe 

HEALTHY HOMES TOOLKITS 
 

Program staff have been gathering a variety of 
educational information on the identification and 
prevention of home hazards in an effort to develop a 
“Healthy Homes” toolkit.  

This toolkit will be distributed by the Lead Program’s 
Regional Nurse Consultants and delegate agency 
nurses, whose lead grant agreement includes home 
inspections, in addition to their responsibilities of case 
management activities.   

The toolkit is intended to offer additional education to 
families about potential health effects of home hazards 
and prevention and intervention activities.   

Educational materials included in the toolkit consist of 
information for the prevention of exposures to lead, 
mold, radon, unintentional injury, residential fire, and 
accidental poisonings.   

 

Contact information for the each of the environmental 
programs are included.   

Contract Record and Order Form 

 

To place brochure orders, please download the 

latest edition of the order form.  Some 

brochures have been discontinued and 

additional brochures are being offered.  In 

order to be sure and order the available 

materials, please use the current Lead Program 

Publications Order form. 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/leadform

s.htm 

 
 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/leadforms.ht

m 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/ehpublications.htm#lead
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/ehpublications.htm#lead
http://www.idph.state.il.us/pub_home.htm
http://www.idph.state.il.us/whatsnew.htm
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/leadforms.htm
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/leadforms.htm


 

 

 
 

WEBSITES AND NEWS ARTICLES 

The June, 2011 Lead Program’s newsletter featured an 
article on A study by the Children's Environmental Health 
Initiative at Duke University (2011) which documented 
the harmful effects of lead exposure (even at low levels) 
on children's reading and mathematics scores on the 
Connecticut Mastery Test.  To access the study, go to: 
http://www.ctmirror.org/story/12515/study-links-
childhood-lead-exposure-low-scores-state-mastery-test. 

To view the slide presentation developed by Rebecca 
Anthopolos, Statistical Analyst at CEHI you may access: 
http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/cehi/resources/CEHI_CT_
lead_May2011.pdf 

As a follow-up to this study, several training modules 
have been developed for classroom educators, 
administrators, health services personnel, family 
resource centers and daycare facilities personnel under 
the LAMPP Project by the Healthy Environments for 
Children’s Initiative, Department of Extension, University 
of Connecticut.  The training has been designed to raise 
educators' awareness of lead poisoning and enhance 
their ability to respond to the needs of children harmed 
by lead.   
 

 
 

To see more about the training modules and other 
available resources you may access: 
http://www.connecticutchildrens.org/body_dept_lampp.
cfm?id=1589&fr=true 
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Lead - State of the Science Report and Risk 

Management Strategy 
 

Health Canada has conducted an assessment of the most 
current science on lead and consolidated the information in 
a State of the Science Report.  Health Canada has also 
released a proposed Risk Management Strategy document 
for lead that outlines the current and proposed risk 
management actions for lead. 
 

The report states, "...although blood lead levels of Canadians 
have declined significantly over the past decades, this new 
data indicates that health effects may be occurring at blood 
lead levels below the present Canadian blood lead guidance 
value of 10 µg/dL.  This is significant in that these effects 
have been associated with blood lead levels as low as 1-
2 µg/dL, levels which are currently present in Canadians.  
Therefore, additional measures to further reduce exposures 
to Canadians are warranted.  Correspondingly the 
Government of Canada is committed to taking further 
actions to minimize anthropogenic releases of and hence 
exposure to lead...." 
 

To view the full article you may access: 
http://hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/pubs/contaminants/dhhssrl-
rpecscepsh/index-eng.php 
 

Note:  The draft State of the Science report was prepared by 
evaluators within the Contaminated Sites Division and 
Existing Substances Risk Assessment Bureau of Health 
Canada.  Data relevant to the report were identified in 
original literature, review and assessment documents, 
stakeholder and academic research reports, and recent 
literature searches up to February 2011. The report does not 
represent an exhaustive or critical review of all available 
data.  Rather, it presents a summary of the critical 
information upon which the evaluation is based. The content 
of this document was reviewed by senior Health Canada staff 
for adequacy of data coverage and defensibility of the 
evaluation. 

http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/cehi/about/news/leadct.htm
http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/cehi/about/news/leadct.htm
http://www.ctmirror.org/story/12515/study-links-childhood-lead-exposure-low-scores-state-mastery-test
http://www.ctmirror.org/story/12515/study-links-childhood-lead-exposure-low-scores-state-mastery-test
http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/cehi/resources/CEHI_CT_lead_May2011.pdf
http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/cehi/resources/CEHI_CT_lead_May2011.pdf
http://www.connecticutchildrens.org/body_dept_lampp.cfm?id=1589&fr=true
http://www.connecticutchildrens.org/body_dept_lampp.cfm?id=1589&fr=true
http://hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/pubs/contaminants/dhhssrl-rpecscepsh/index-eng.php
http://hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/pubs/contaminants/dhhssrl-rpecscepsh/index-eng.php
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CONSUMER PRODUCTS SAFETY 

COMMISSION  
announced new, lower limits for lead content in 
children’s products.  Congress had directed CPSC to 
phase in reduced levels of lead content in children’s 
products over a period of three years.  Products which 
qualify are those that are designed or primarily 
intended for use by children 12 years and younger.   
 

The first phase beginning on February 10, 2009 set the 
maximum allowable content limit of 600 ppm.  The 
allowable level then dropped to 300 ppm on August 
14, 2009 and beginning August 14, 2011 the limit has 
been dropped to 100 ppm.  
 

This level does not apply to inaccessible/internal parts 
of children’s products and does not include the paints 
or surface coatings.  The limit for lead in paint or 
surface coatings has been .009 percent since August 
14, 2009.    
 

According to the Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act (CPSIA), the independent third party 
testing requirement will be enforceable beginning 
January 1, 2012.  Currently all children’s jewelry and all 
paint and surface coatings used on children’s products 
are required to undergo the independent third party 
testing.  
 

Four recalls were announced during this quarter for 
products containing lead: 
 

 
American Girl Crafts Jewelry Kit 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11239.
html 
 

Wooden Animal Drum 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11263.
html 
 

Build-a-Bear lapel pins  
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11298.
html 
 

Tumeric, sold exclusively  
in Target stores 
 

http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/04/turmeric-
recalled-due-to-excessive-lead-levels/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUMERIC RECALL 

 
The recall of tumeric  
follows on the heels 
of the study by  
Pediatric Environmental 
Health Center 
(Children's Hospital Boston) released in March 
2010 titled, “Pediatric Lead Exposure From 
Imported Indian Spices and Cultural Powders.”  The 
article was originally published in Pediatrics; online 
March 15, 2010; (DOI: 10.1542/peds.2009-1396). 
Authors Cristiane Gurgel Lin, MD, PhD, Laurel Anne 
Schaider, PhD, Daniel Joseph Brabander, PhD,  and 
Alan David Woolf, MD, MPH concluded that 
chronic exposure to spices and cultural powders 
may cause elevated BLLs.  The study included the 
medical follow-up of four pediatric case studies 
with high lead levels determined to be from 
exposure to lead in Indian spices and cultural 
powders.  
Many spices and cultural products were tested and 
determined to have lead levels in excess of the 
maximum allowable levels. 
Further, the authors recommended, “Clinicians 
should routinely screen for exposure to these 
products.” 
For the full test article, you may access: 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/earl
y/2010/03/15/peds.2009-1396.full.pdf+html. 
 
Clinicians should routinely screen for exposure to 
these products.  
 

 

 WEB SITES REGARDING PRODUCT RECALLS 
www.idph.state.il.us/webapp/SRSApp/pages/index.jsp 

www.cdc.gov/nceh/Lead/Recalls/default.htm 

www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/category/child.html 

www.recalls.gov 

www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/consumers/MostWan
ted_RecallGuide_0708.pdf 
 

 

 
 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11239.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11239.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11263.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11263.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11298.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml11/11298.html
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/04/turmeric-recalled-due-to-excessive-lead-levels/
http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2011/04/turmeric-recalled-due-to-excessive-lead-levels/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/search?author1=Cristiane+Gurgel+Lin&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/search?author1=Laurel+Anne+Schaider&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/search?author1=Laurel+Anne+Schaider&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/search?author1=Daniel+Joseph+Brabander&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/search?author1=Alan+David+Woolf&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2010/03/15/peds.2009-1396.full.pdf+html
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2010/03/15/peds.2009-1396.full.pdf+html
http://www.idph.state.il.us/webapp/SRSApp/pages/index.jsp
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/Lead/Recalls/default.htm
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/category/child.html
http://www.recalls.gov/
http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/consumers/MostWanted_RecallGuide_0708.pdf
http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/consumers/MostWanted_RecallGuide_0708.pdf
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Local Health Department Highlights 

SOUTHERN REGION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Thank you for your daily efforts to maintain an active and vibrant lead program.  Below are just some of the many 
activities across central and southern Illinois that our delegates accomplished during the past quarter: 

 Cass County offered lead prevention best practices by participating on the PACT Head Start Health Advisory Board. 

 Clay County included lead education at the annual Healthy Families Illinois Carnival.  

 Douglas County utilized a bulletin board in the client bathroom to display lead poisoning prevention information.  
The Program also held a “Community Baby Shower” with educational breakout sessions on various health topics 
including lead prevention.  

 East Side Health District is a clinical rotation for Medical Assistant interns.  East Side has formalized their training of 
new interns who perform capillary lead screenings to include viewing the CDC instructional video and practicing 
the proper completion of the lab requisition form.  The Lead Coordinator also served as a witness to testify about 
the long-term effects of lead poisoning in a Social Security hearing for a young adult.   

 Jackson County responds to and refers as appropriate, telephone calls regarding abatement and delivered lead 
education materials at school registration.  The Lead Coordinator also demonstrated proper lead sampling 
technique for new staff.  

 Macon County screened 364 children in the fourth quarter of FY11.  They continued to mail lead education to 
families for children with results between 5-9 mcg/dL.  Macon County also completed regular outreach to SIU 
Family Practice regarding the necessity of venous lead levels for confirmatory testing.  

 Menard County provided lead education at two health fairs this summer and also exhibited at the Menard County 
Fair.  

 Montgomery County fostered strong relationships that delivered results.  The area Pre-K, day care providers, and 
Head Start all reminded parents that the health department offered lead screenings.  

 Sangamon County scheduled four dates this summer with Urban League to complete lead screenings on Medicaid 
eligible children.  

 Shelby County provided an educational program regarding lead poisoning and other health topics to a local 4-H 
club. 

We encourage you to contact delegate programs directly to learn more about their activities.   

  

Local Health Departments may be experiencing more inquiries about lead tests as a result 

of the children returning to school.  If you are getting questions about whether a child 

needs a blood lead test or a lead risk assessment, refer to the Screening section of the 

Lead Poisoning Prevention Code at:   

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077008450B00550R.html or an 

explanation for the child’s health care provider to conduct a lead risk assessment per the 

Illinois State Board of Education requirement.   

 

You may find the State Board of Education requirement explained under Health Forms“ 

Using the Revised Child Health Form—The required Certificate of Child Health 

Examination form has been revised to accommodate changes in the Illinois Child Health 

Examination Code:” at http://www.isbe.net/research/htmls/immunization.htm. 
 

 

 

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077008450B00550R.html
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/px_requirements.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/px_requirements.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/px_requirements.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/research/htmls/immunization.htm
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NORTHERN REGION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Boone County has a new Acting Lead Program Coordinator.  Welcome Cindy Hughes. 

Bureau County has mailed letters to local physicians and placed notices in three local newspapers to increase awareness of 
lead screenings offered at the health department. 

Carroll County is teaching lead poisoning prevention at the Head Start and Early Head Start programs.  They report a huge 
success using Spikes Poison Prevention Adventure program. 

The Chicago Department of Public Health has completed 7 community outreach workshops, “Reach Out Chicago”.  The Illinois 
Poison Control Center is conducting an on line survey to assess the effectiveness of the training messages.  The case 
management staff is working with Women’s Maternal Smoking Intervention Program to screen families for second hand smoke 
exposure. They also participated in 12 community health fairs and workshops this quarter. 

The Cook County Department of Public Health has begun a Quality Improvement process for their Environmental Health 
Services and Lead Poisoning Prevention Unit.  They have initiated an outreach program to identify physicians with low lead 
test screening rates and recognize those who are demonstrating excellence in screening.  They have cross trained all health 
education staff who will be conducting outreach to child care practitioners. 

DeKalb County Health Department is collaborating with local Head Start programs, Pre-K and Daycare programs. 

DeWitt-Piatt Bi-County Health Department has developed a mapping process for the steps required during a lead screening. 

Evanston Health Department has updated their website to include both lead and healthy homes information. 

Henry/Stark County Health Department has issued multiple news releases and radio Public Service Announcements to 
increase public awareness of the availability of lead screening services offered at the health department.  

Kane County Health Department had their first Kane County Healthy Places Coalition in April.  They have partnered with the 
US EPA to provide an opportunity for a community-wide environmental health focus on Kane County.  The Coalition will be 
offering National Healthy Homes Training in September.  The AOK Newsletter for April included a link for health care providers 
to access Guidelines for the Identification and Management of Lead Exposure in Pregnant and Lactating Women. 

Kankakee County Health Department has created a lead awareness presentation to be shown on the television in the health 
department lobby. 

Knox County Health Department is working with Head Start and the local school district to update their school health records.  
They have displayed lead information and handouts at several local health fairs. 

McHenry County Health Department is offering “Lead Only Clinics” to assist families who need Lead/Hgb for school entrance 
requirements. 

Mercer County Health Department has sent letters to area physicians alerting them that lead screening tests are available at 
the health department.  They have expanded the MCHD environmental program brochure to include lead screening as service 
the health department offers. 

Peoria County Health Department participated in an event hosted by Peoria School District #150 to provide lead testing to 
children enrolling in pre-school or kindergarten. They have also participated in several health fairs hosted by Head Start. 

Rock Island County Health Department is providing lead poisoning education to daycares and offering speaker services for 
trainings and in-service programs.  They have participated in the Kindergarten Readiness Fair, IL Casualty Company Health 
and Wellness Fair, and the Quad City Pride Fest.  Kristina Bedard participated in a radio talk interview focusing on lead topics. 

Stephenson County has a new lead nurse.  Welcome Cathy McDermon-Nowak.  They are participating in “Parent Cafe” and 
discussing lead hazard prevention with parents. 

Stickney Public Health District is distributing lead hazard reduction information to daycares, local parks, and the Arab American 
League. 

Tazewell County Health Department Lead Poisoning Prevention work group has developed a protocol for auditing records of 
WIC participants to ensure that children are being screened appropriately. 

Warren County Health Department is distributing lead information to families who bring their children in for vaccinations. 
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EPA ANNOUNCED REVISIONS TO 

RENOVATION, REPAIR, AND PAINTING 

RULE 

Washington, DC (July 15, 2011) - The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced 
changes to the Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule. 

The changes are available online at 
www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/lrrpprepub.pdf 

A summary of significant changes include:  
 

* Renovators must build a containment wall-a 
barrier consisting of plastic sheeting or other 
impermeable material over scaffolding or a rigid 
frame to enclose an exterior work space and 
prevent the spread of lead dust outside of the 
area. 

* Uncertified workers should be trained by certified 
renovators in lead-safe work practices. 

* Certified renovators should ensure their workers 
maintain containment and do not spread dust or 
debris.  

* States may charge higher penalties for non-
compliance with the rule. 

 

National Center for Healthy Housing, Executive 
Director Rebecca Morley said, "Children's health 
advocates are disheartened that EPA chose not to 
strengthen the rule and better protect kids by 
requiring clearance dust testing after renovation 
work. Nonetheless, our priority now is to ensure 
compliance with this important rule so that we can 
curtail the needless suffering for over a million U.S. 
children from this preventable disease." 
 
 

Note:  The National Center for Healthy Housing 
(NCHH) is the only national scientific and technical 
nonprofit organization dedicated to creating healthy 
and safe homes for America's children through 
practical and proven steps.  NCHH develops 
scientifically valid and practical strategies to make 
homes safe from hazards, to alert low-income families 
about housing-related health risks and to help them 
protect their children. 
 
 

 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT 
 

In accordance with a Directive issued July 13, 1989, 

by the Director of the Illinois Department of Public 

Health, the Illinois Lead Poisoning Elimination 

Advisory Council will be required to adhere to the 

posting of the minutes of each council meeting to 

the Illinois Department of Public Health’s Web site.  

 

As stated “The Directive establishes policies and 

procedures for the creation, appointment, and 

operation of Department advisory boards.  The 

importance of public involvement in Department 

programs cannot be overstated.  One effective method 

for obtaining public involvement is by the creation of 

advisory boards to advise the Department on various 

program policies. As with all good management tools, 

the use of advisory boards needs to be properly 

managed to ensure its continued 

effectiveness…Consequently, all advisory board 

activities by the Illinois Department of Public Health 

shall conform with this Directive.  All Department 

personnel are required to act in accordance with this 

Directive.” 

 

All board and advisory council minutes can be found 

at: http://www.idph.state.il.us/about/advboards01.htm 
 

Radon in Southern Illinois: 
A Medical Perspective  

Date: Friday, October 14, 2011  

Time: 8:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  

Location: SIUE – Morris University Center, 2nd floor 
Conference Room, Edwardsville, IL  

Sponsored by: Simmons Cancer Institute & Family and 
Community Medicine at SIU School of Medicine  
 

Register before September 30th and receive 
a FREE Radon Test Kit.  You may register at: 
http://www.siumed.edu/cancer/news_events/
events_radon.html 
 

Keynote Speaker: Richard Guimond, Registered 
Professional Engineer, served as Assistant Surgeon 
General (Rear Admiral Lower Half) while also serving 
as the EPA Director in the Office of Radiation 
Programs.  Guimond was responsible for developing 
the first ground breaking Federal strategy to assess 
and reduce radon exposure in the U.S. 

http://www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/lrrpprepub.pdf
http://www.idph.state.il.us/about/advboards01.htm
http://www.siumed.edu/cancer/news_events/events_radon.html
http://www.siumed.edu/cancer/news_events/events_radon.html
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Upcoming Events 
 
Lead Poisoning Elimination  
Advisory Council Meetings 

Friday, October 21, 2011  

Friday, January 20, 2012 

Friday, March 13, 2012 

Friday, July 20, 2012 

Friday, October 12, 2012 

 

National Lead Poisoning  

Prevention Week  

October 23 – 29, 2011 
 

Illinois Lead Program - Annual Lead Poisoning 
Prevention and Healthy Homes Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Conference speakers include: 
 

 Amy McLean Salls - National Center for Healthy Housing 
Abby Hugill – Housing and Urban Development, Region 5 
Julie Morris – U.S. EPA, Region 5 
Lynne Page Snyder - Department of Energy  
 Dr. Catherine Karr - University of Washington 
 Linda Pieczynski – Attorney-at-Law 
 

Register early at www.ipha.com.  You will need to create a 
new account with id and password.  Then you will be 
returned to the main page where you will enter your id 
and password to register.  Select “Bill me later” for 
payment.  This is a free conference, including free parking, 
continental breakfast, and lunch.  
 

 

ILP Core Training  
 

Final training session of the calendar year.   
 

Thursday, November 3, 2011 
Illinois Department of Public Health 

Dept. of Natural Resources 
1 Natural Resources Way 

Use Gate 7 of State Fair Grounds on Taintor Rd. 
Springfield, IL  62794 

Sign-in begins at 8:00 A.M. 
Training sessions begin promptly at 8:30 A.M. 

 

You can go to our intranet website at 
http://intra.idph.il/IDPH+Intranet/Environmental+Health
/Illinois+Lead+Program/Channel+Home.htm 
and fill in the printable form for registration, then click 
on the “send by email” button or contact me: 

Eleanor Davis at 

eleanor.davis@illinois.gov or phone 217-524-2081  
 

 ESSENTIALS FOR HEALTHY HOMES 

PRACTITIONERS COURSE 
 

EPA is sponsoring a two-day “Essentials for Healthy 
Homes Practitioners” course free of charge on 
September 7-8 in Geneva, Illinois.   
 

The course, developed by the National Center for 
Healthy Housing, will be provided by trainers from the 
University of Illinois, Great Lakes Center for 
Occupational and Environmental Safety and Health.  
Although there is no charge to attend this training, 
advance registration is required.   
 

Registration and more information is now available 
through the University of Illinois Great Center.  If you 
are interested, please register at the website below: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/kcqnm4 
 

Space is limited, so it is recommended that interested 
individuals register as soon as possible.  If you 
experience any difficulty registering at the website, 
please contact Marilyn Bingham at the Great Lakes 
Center at syn@uic.edu. 
 

The training will be held at: 
 

FONA International Company 
1900 Averill Road 
Geneva, IL  60134 
(Parking will be available in the front of the building) 
 

Exam fees for this Healthy Homes Specialist Credential 
through NEHA are $205 (nonmembers). 

 

 

http://www.ipha.com/
http://intra.idph.il/IDPH+Intranet/Environmental+Health/Illinois+Lead+Program/Channel+Home.htm
http://intra.idph.il/IDPH+Intranet/Environmental+Health/Illinois+Lead+Program/Channel+Home.htm
mailto:eleanor.davis@illinois.gov
http://www.cvent.com/d/kcqnm4
mailto:syn@uic.edu


 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR 
Sam Churchill, M.S, L.E.H.P. 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217- 557-4519 
Fax: 217-557-1188 
Email:  sam.churchill@illinois.gov 
 
DATA  SYSTEM SECTION 
ADMINISTRATOR 
Eddie Simpson, B.S.B. 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217- 785-2366 
Fax: 217-557-1188 
Email:    eddie.simpson@illinois.gov 
 
CASE MANAGEMENT SUPERVISOR 
Kate Abitogun, R.N., B.S.N., M.S.N., F.N.P. 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217- 558-2611 
Fax: 217-557-1188 
Email:  kate.abitogun@illinois.gov 
 
NURSE CONSULTANT – NORTHERN 
REGION 
Roxane Fleming, R.N., R.D., M.A., L.P.C. 
Regional Nurse Consultant – Northern Region 
Peoria Regional Office 
5415 N. University St. 
Peoria, IL  61614 
Phone: 309-693-5133 309-693-5133 
Fax:     309-693-5118  309-693-5118 
Email:  roxane.fleming@illinois.gov 
 
NURSE CONSULTANT – SOUTHERN 
REGION 
Tracey Kreipe, R.N., B.S., M.P.A. 
Regional Nurse Consultant – Southern Region 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217-785-3045 217-785-2366 
Fax:     217-557-1188 217-557-1188 
Email:  tracey.kreipe@illinois.gov 
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PROGRAM STAFF 

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Eleanor Davis, B.S. 
Education Coordinator 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217-524-2081 
Fax:    217-557-1188 
Email:  eleanor.davis@illinois.gov 
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE MANAGER 
Frida Fokum, Ph.D. 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217-785-2064  
Fax:    217-557-1188 
Email:  frida.fokum@illinois.gov 

 
CLEAR WIN PROJECT MANAGER 
Kert McAfee 
Environmental Health Specialist III 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217-558-4601 217- 558-4601 
Fax:     217-557-1188 217-557-1188 
Email: kert.mcafee@illinois.gov 
 
COMPLIANCE INVESTIGATOR 
John Fee, Environmental Health Specialist III 
525 West Jefferson Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, IL  62761 
Phone: 217-558-2048 217- 558-4601 
Fax:     217-557-1188 
Email: john.fee@illinois.gov 

 
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL STAFF 
NUMBERS 

Rockford Region  815-987-7511 

Peoria Region  309-693-5360 

West Chicago Region  630-293-6800 

Edwardsville Region  618-656-6680 

Champaign Region  217-278-5900 

Marion Region  618-993-7010 
 

mailto:sam.churchill@illinois.gov
mailto:eddie.simpson@illinois.gov
mailto:kate.abitogun@illinois.gov
mailto:roxane.fleming@illinois.gov
mailto:tracey.kreipe@illinois.gov
mailto:eleanor.davis@illinois.gov
mailto:frida.fokum@illinois.gov
mailto:kert.mcafee@illinois.gov
mailto:john.fee@illinois.gov

